English - Grade 7 Syllabus
Mr. Rex Stacey
School year: 2020-2021

Course Description:
This will be a diverse year during which different aspects of language arts will be studied.  We will write papers and introduce or practice, if you are already familiar with, the MLA style of paper formatting.  We will read short stories and plays, including a Twilight Zone teleplay, from our fantastic McDougal Douglas literature book.  We will read at least two classic novels, The Outsiders and The Boy in the Striped Pajamas and perhaps one other depending on our time frame.  We will also study grammar from the Shurley English Method book which I promise I will make fun.
Grading:
Grading will be based on a running total expressed in Skyward as the percent of total points earned out of the total number possible during the quarterly grading period.  Grading categories and percentages are broken down as follows:  Homework 15, Papers 10, Quizzes 10, Tests 50, and Class Participation 15.  Please note this last category.   I base my class on a discussion oriented format.  We read, then we discuss.  Class Participation is worth 15% of your grade.  It is based on how engaged a student in our class discussions, our question and answer sessions, and participation in our readalouds.  Yes, we read a lot in class, and I do my share of reading also.  Class Participation is a good way to earn points while keeping the class lively, so be sure to stay engaged in what we’re doing.  If you’re worried about reading aloud during class, please don’t be.  No one in my room is the best reader in the world, and if you need help with a word or sentence, I’m here to help.  This is a safe place to read.  I strongly urge everyone to be able to log on to Skyward in order to keep track of grades, and eliminate any surprises at grade card time.
Homework:
Students should expect to have homework almost every night.  Most of the assignments will be reading, but there will be times when there will be after reading or discussion questions to answer and turn in the next day.  I often will give a pop quiz the day after a reading assignment.  I don’t try to trick anyone.  My pop quizzes are extremely easy if you read.  If you didn’t read, you will be lost, so be sure to read what I assign.  I won’t cover you up with homework because I know you have work for other classes as well.  I always review thoroughly before a test, so note taking is extremely important.   Written homework must be written neatly or typed, and of course all papers must be typed. 
Communication:
I can be reached by email at anytime.  My address is rex.stacey@hopecharter.org.  If emailing me, please use your school email so I will know the message is real.  I update my website every weekend, so please refer to it to see what’s going on and what the week’s assignments are going to be.  Please don’t be alarmed if what I say we will be doing does not match exactly with are actually doing day by day.  I don’t mind getting a little behind the schedule I have set if we are in the middle of a great discussion.  I will never stop a class that is engaged and excited just to follow a schedule.  What we don’t get to today, we will do tomorrow.   I’m also here all day, so come on in if you have a question or want to discuss something.  As I said before, this is a safe place.  
Supplies:
Students will need access to a computer to type the appropriate assignments, and a printer to print them out.  Homework assignments not typed must be turned in on 3 ring binder loose leaf notebook paper, not spiral.  I suggest a composition book for notes, but whatever works best for the individual student is fine.  You will need folders with pockets to neatly keep hand outs I will give throughout the year.  Written homework must be typed or done in pen, and be neat and legible.  
I disliked the way last year ended so much.  For me the fun of teaching is to be together with all the kids in the room having great discussions and sharing ideas and opinions about what we are reading.  I’m really looking forward to this year and seeing all of you, some again, and some for the first time! 
